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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Addendum to Art. IV. On Laparotomy as a Remedy in Cases of 
Intussusception, etc. By John Ashhurst, Jr., M.D., etc. 

Since my paper in the present number of the Journal has been printed, 
Edinburgh Medical Journal for June, and the last published volume 
R j’. 3 d Ser-) of the Guy’s Hospital Reports have been received, 
*?•! j a*' 10 the f° rmer » a 0886 °f laparotomy for intussusception in a 
child five months old, terminating fatally on the second day, reported by 
Dr. John Duncan, and, in the latter, two cases of laparotomy for obstruc¬ 
tion by a band-one fatal, one successful—reported by the operator, Mr. 
Howse, and a third case (fatal) of laparotomy for partial obstruction re¬ 
sulting from iutestinal ulceration and omental adhesion, reported by the 
Mine gentleman os having occurred in the practice of Mr. Davies-Colley. 
This gives fourteen cases of laparotomy for intussusception, with five re^ 
coveries and niue deaths, or, if the cases recorded in this century only are 
considered, twelve with nine deaths, a mortality of 75 per cent. Adding 
Mr. Howse’s three cases to the fifty-seven in the table (p. 61), we have 
a total of sixty cases of laparotomy for other causes than intussuscep¬ 
tion, with nineteen recoveries and forty-one deaths, a mortality of 63.33 
per cent, or, including examples of intussusception, a grand total of 74 
cases, with 24 recoveries and 50 deaths, a mortality of 67.57 per cent In 
the Lancet’s report of the discussion on Mr. Hutchinson’s paper at the 
Kojol Medico-Chirurgical Society of London ( Lancet , Nov. 22, 1873, p. 
738), Mr. Spencer Wells, after speaking of his published case of laparo- 
tomy for intussusception {vide supra, p. 57), is represented as having said 
that ' he had operated upon other cases but the results are not given 
Ibis sentence does not occur in the reports furnished by the Medical 
limes and Gazette and the British Medical Journal. In the Quarterly 
bummary of the present number of this Journal (p. 265) will be found 
an interesting case in which a German surgeon, Dr. Betz, began, but did 
not complete the operation of laparotomy, finding after the first incision 
had been made that it was possible to relieve the obstruction by external 
manipulation. 

Epulaxis successfully Treated by Injections of Diluted Solution of the 
aubsulphate of Iron. By Franklin N. Staub, M.D., of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mrs. K , ffit 75, retired to bed April 12th, complaining only of a feeling 
01 weariness, no donbt dependent upon her old age. At ten o’clock the 
lollotvmg morning, she was awakened by a discharge of blood from both 
oose and mouth, running in a continuous stream and almost choking her. 
toe Brst hemorrhage was soon-checked by administering common salt, 

» saturated solution, and afterwards giving her pills, composed of one 
quarter of a grain of opinm aud one grain of tannic acid. 

The patient, a very active little woman, two days after (in opposition 
0 e3[ press injunctions to the contrary), went out walking. The same 
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night she again bled, had a recnrrence of the epistaxis, which the family 
were able to check with the means previously used. 

She had another recnn-ence of the hemorrhage the following afternoon, 
and for the first time fainted. I now tried the use of hot pediluvia, cold 
to the nape of the neck, and compression of the anterior nares; but none 
of the above means answered the purpose; I again tried to plug her nose, 
but found it impossible to do so, owing to the conformation of the posterior 
nares, pharynx, and posterior palatine arches, which were all small and 
contracted. The hemorrhage still continued, and I determined to test the 
efficacy of the officinal solution of the subsulphate of iron. I diluted the 
officinal solution with water, using the two in about equal proportions, 
and used on ordinnry urethral syringe to inject into each nostril about one 
half ounce. The blood immediately coagulated on coming into contact 
with the eolation, forming clots, which came away in the next two or three 
days, since which time there has been no loss of blood. 

The entire quantity lost by the patient amounts to nearly sixty ounces 
(by measure), which, considering her great age, is an enormous quantity. 

Podophyllin for Acute Rheumatism .—By R F. Dyer, M.D., of Ot¬ 
tawa, Ill. 

About five years ago I accidentally discovered that the active principle 
of Podophyllum peltatum promptly relieved the pains in acute rheumatism. 
I usually follow it with the " alkaline treatment,” and if the pains return 
recur again to the podophyllin. I commence with light doses combined 
with Dover’s powder at intervals of two to four hours until the bowels are 
moved very freely several times, and have been frequently astonished at 
the amount required to effect this. In some cases I have given it in 
broken doses for three dayR before it took effect. The more severe the 
case the more it required. While the bowels could be acted upon easily by 
other remedies, the action of this was delayed. Sometimes two or three 
evacuations relieve; at others it requires eight or ten. After the bowels 
arc evacuated, if relief is not obtained, I continue the use of the medicine 
in broken doses, not large enough to produce vomiting. If the puiu re¬ 
turns in two or three days, I repeat the treatment. The iodide of potas¬ 
sium iB a favourite remedy with me, combined with a syrup of cimicifuga. 
I hnve thought that perhaps it was the free purgation that afforded relief, 
but npon trying active catharsis from other remedies, I am fully satisfied 
that there is some specific influence exerted by the podophyllin. Having 
fully tested this remedy in the past five years, I now recommend it to the 
profession in all confidence, having given it in a large number of cases 
without u single failure in its affording relief from pain as soon as a free 
catharsis was produced. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Traumatic Aneurism of Neck, Ligation of Left Common Carotid, icith 
Permanent Silver Wire Ligature.— Dr. R. W. Gibber, late Professor of 
Anatomy and Surgery in University of South Carolina, reports (Charleston 
Jied. Joum. and Rev., Jan. 1874) the case of a coloured man, aged forty, who 
was shot in the chin, Nov. 19, 1872. 

Dec. 6 \th. Marked fremissement was observed over the whole left side, and 
there e x is ted no doubt of formation of consecutive diffused aneurism. Left 



